= I,% ~ Y Syt s !
loan, and werk) Geteiming 2V a Cli
loan. and Work] Astarmined -.J. - on

S
College Scholarship Service and is usad by ceriain schoois ic award thei
funds. Studenis register for the service al www.coileageboard.org aite :

sociation for Collegs

o

SO -2
/]

_ Candidates Reply Date: A policy of the Naticna
Admission Counseling that permits siudenis ic wait until May 1 to choose, without

penaity, among offers of admission/financial aid.

College Calendar: Common systems of instruction time- .
Traditional semester - two approximately equal semesiers N '
Early semester - two semesters, the first ending before Christmas
Quarter - three equal terms of about 12 weeks each - .
Trimester - calendar year divided into three equal semesters. L
' - The third semester replaces summer. school
4-1-4 - two egual terms of about 18 weeks each, with a 4-week interim term

Common Application: Many colleges have worked together to develop & distnbute the Common
Application. Using this form to apply to several schools has many advantages both to students & counselors
‘hecause you only have one form to complete. Copies may then be sent to any number of participating
colleges. The same is true of the "School Report” & “Teacher Evaiuation” portions. Common
Applications will be available online in July or August at www.commonapp.org. Statistics show that students
using Common Applications are given the same consideration as those using the colleges’ individual forms.

HBCU Common Application: Students wanting to apply to Historically Black Colleges & Universitiss
(HBCU):

'+ Gotowww.eduinconline.com .
o You can complete an application online or print a paper copy from this website
s Fee can be paid by credit card if applying online or-by-check. or money order if mailing in a.

. paper application.

Credit hour: A unit of :academic credit that often represents one hour of class time per week for a
period of study (semester, quarter, etc.).

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): The application required for students to be
considered for student financial aid: It is important to complete a FAFSA even if you do not think you witl
qualify for federal aid since colleges typically will not award their own need-based aid without a FAFSA report.
The EAESA is processed free of charge, and it is used by most stale agencies and colleges. Students are not
charged a fee when filing this form. Workshests for-applying online are available during December of your

FAFSA website. The FAFSA may be compieted online at

senior year in the Guidance Office’ or on the
www fafsa.ed.gov.
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NEED ASSESSMENT: Colleges have difierent financial aid ra C;d're ents. Do what szch

institution and program reguires. Al siudents applying for federai financia I aid must complete the Free Application oy
rederal Student Ald (FAFSA). Some collegss, universities and scholarship programs will aiso recuire the "CSS r—mmcwg
Ald PROFILE” tc award their institutional or privaie funds to studenis. FAFSA forms arz available in the Cutdan::e
Department in December and on-line in January at www fafsa.ed.gov. Forms filed on-line are processed faster than
paper forms: They should be completed in January of your senior vsar, )

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS : o

Financial Aid can be divided into four major categories: grants, loans, jobs, ar‘d sc‘zolarsh:ps
Students may qualify for one or all of a school's available financial aid programs. Below is a brief
description of each financiat aid program.

‘GRANTS

A Grant is a "gift" to assist the student in schoof costs. The award of money does not have to be repaid, and students
must meet eligibility requirements in order fo receive a grant.

(A) The largest federal grant program is the Pell Grant. The amount a studont receives is determined by a
standard government formula, student's enroliment status (full time or part time), and the cost of attendance at the
school the student attends. To app[y students shouid mdzcaLe on the FAFSA that they want to be considered fOf

this grant. ' .

('B) The Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEQG) is a secord grant program also funded. by the
federal government. Most schools have a limited amount of funding avallabie and SEOG is generally awarded to

students demonstrating the most need.

(C) Benefits for Veterans and their Bependents: Federal benefits rernain in effect for disabled veterans under
PL 894 (war time) and PL 815 (pesce time). Children of a veteran who dies in service, died as a result-of a
service-connacted incurred disability, or who has been declared 106 percent disabled may be efigible to receive
benefits under PL 634. Students desiring adﬂztioral information should consult their loca oounty Veteran's

Service Officer.

() Alabama Student Grant Pregrarm:. Many colleges also offer state funded grants. if you choose to attend
a private coliege in the state of Alabama, you should apply for the Alabama State Gran{ Program. Grant amounts
‘vary each year depending on the number of qualified students. Applications are avaitable through the Financial
Aid.Offices at participating coileges. ) o

(E) Alabama Student Assisiance Program: Grants are available fo low and middie income siudents who
meet the following requirements: siudent must be a U.S. citizen, must have resided in Alabama for at least 12
consecutive months preceding the beginning of the academic year for which application is made, must be

enrolled or accepted for enroliment in an eligible institution and must demonstrate need evidenced by filing the
approved need anafysts applicaticn. Information may be oblained from the Siate Depantment of Education,
Montgomery, Alabarna 36130.




FINANCIAL AID

EAFSA on the Web: www fafse ed g0y
Interactive Web version of the Free Application Tor ¢
calculate the esiimaiad family contribution andic

FastWEB: www fastweb.com
A free, searchable scholarship database that enables you io locate sources of financial 2id that are suitable for you.

Financial Aid Information Page: www. finaid.org
Rich offerings on everything from scam alerts to schoiarship searches.

Student Aid on the Web: ww, studentaid ed.gov
Financial aid primer fiom the US Department of Education, plus FAFSA links.

voww. WeeklyScholarshipAlert.org . .
1.5 scholarship nofices e-maited to you each week. No charge and requires only name and e-mail address. .

“For international Students: www.internationaischolarships com and www. privatestudentioans.com

Information about print sources may be obtainad from www. Usnews com.

Many books are published to help students with post-secondary planning. These can be found in the public library, high

school library, guidance office, or can be purchased at local Abookstores. ) 7
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FINANCIAL AID TIPS

.ancial aid office at ali schools you arg considering aftending. Although the FAFSA (Free

1. Contact the fin )
Application for Federal Student Aid) form is used at most schools, there is often an institutional application or

other information needad that is specific 10 each school. Submit college-specific applications for financial aid
. as required,
2. Parents are encouraged to compiete their income tax returns in January so figures reported on the FAFSA
will be aceurate. The FAFSA should be submitied as soon as possible afier January 1 of the senior year.
 Please note, colleges award availabie funds &s FAFSA reports are received. . R
Incicate on the FAFSA the colleges to which you would like the Student Aid Report (SAR} sent.

3.

4, You are encouraged to learn about civic, social and religious organizations in your area which sponsor
scholarship programs. Referto VHHS website and internet scholarship searches. {Refer to page 34.)

5. Most schoois have some institutional money available o students who may not qualify for Federal aid.

"Students should specifically ask for this information.
6. Financial Ald adminisirators are availabie to help students complete forms and explain the application

process. Take advantage of this service espacially in difficult or tnusuat situations. Taking time to complete
_ the forms properly can save time.and frustration in the long tun.
7. Students should apply for admission as early as possible. Most schoois wil

package uniess you have been accepted for enroliment. .

8. All males who are at least 18 years old, who were born after December 31, 1958, and who are not currently
on active duty with the armed forces must be regisiered with the Selective Service in order to receive any
Federal financial assistance. Proof of registration will be required.

9. All Federal financial aid is awarded on the basis of demonstrated financial need. The formula used 0
determine a student's eligibility does not expect the parents to contribute 100% of their savings toward the
student's educational expenses, but each family is expected o contribute 2 reasonable amount based on
their ages, the size of the family, the number in college, and the family's assels and income.

10. Parents can estimate their expected family contribution (EFC) by visiting www FAFSA.ed.gov and clicking on

the link for FAFSAdcaster in the lower right corner of the homapage.

| niot offer you a financial aid

Students are often expected fo provide documeniation to verity the information reported on the FAFSA. Accurately

reporting information will help you receive your financial aid in a timely manner.




LOANS

1 educational loan is exactly what the name impiies — a foan. The studentwno receives a loan is entering inte a binding
gresment to repay the amount of the principal borrowed pius any interest accruad. Only in cariain limited sijuations may

studant receive a canceliation of deferment on an educational lean. Studenis should read all prornissory notes and
elai=d information carefuily before accepting a lean.
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(A} Perkins Loan: A Faderal Perkins Loan is a low-interest {5%) loan for beth undergraduate and graduate
students with exceptional financial need. Perkins Loans are made through a college's Financial A Office-the
school is the lender and the loan is made with government funds. Youcan apply for this loan only through the
Financial Aid Office at the college of your choice. Students can borrow up to $4,000 per year of
~undergraduate study. siudents can borrow up to $20,000 maximun:. .

(B} Stafford Loan Program: Eligible studenis may horrow from any pariicipating lender up to $3,500 for 2 first
year undergraduate or $4,500 a year for a 2" year undergraduate, $5,500 a year if you have compteted two
years of study or more, and a state or other private nonprofit agency will stand behind the loan. 6.8 percent
was the interest rate for the 2007-08 school year. Some rates begin six to twelve months after the student
graduates, leaves school, or drops betow half-time enrollment. :

(C) Parent Loans to Underaraduate Student (PLUS). A parent with a good credit hisfory can borrow to pay the
education expenses of each child who is a dependent undergraduate student enrolled at least half time, The
yearly limit on PLUS Loans is equal to your cost of attendance minus any other financial aid for which you are
eligible. The interest rate is variable, but not to exceed 9%. From July, 2007 10 Jung, 2008, the rate was 8.5

- percent. Repayment and interest begin 60 days following the date of loan disbursement.

(D} Nursing_and Heaith Professions: There are special financial aid programs for students in hesfth and
health-related fields. |f you planto study in these areas, ask the financial aid administrator at your college for

more information.’

More information about federal programs is available in “Funding Education Beyond High School,” a financial aid booklet
iromn the U. S. Department of Education, which gives a good outline of the federai financial aid programs and your rights
and responsibilities under these programs. Several copies of this publication are avaiiable for checkout in the Guidance

~yfice or it can be accessed online by entering the fitie in your search engine.

% WORK STUDY

Work opportunities provided by the insfitution to help students meet educational
expenses are mutually beneficial to both the school and the student. Students gain
valuable work experience while the institution has a ready supply of student assistanis. It
may be wise to point out 10 students that a campus job-even one awarded through the
Financial Aid Office-is a job. The student is expected to work the assigned hours and is
paid only for those hours actually worked. Studies-have been done which indicate that
students (even freshmen) who work no more than 20 hours per week do as well or befter
than students who do not work,  Studsnts with good computer skills have very litie

difficulty in finding a job on campus. .

© (A) College Work Study Program is funded through federal and institutional sources, Students are paid at least
the minirum wage for the number of hours they actuzlly work. The amount a student is allowed to work
depends on the amount of financial need demonstrated.

(B) Most campuses also have an institutional Work Program funded entirely by institutional funds. Eligibility
requiremenis are determined solely by the institution.

(C) Cooperative Education is a work program gaining in popularity with students. Generally, a student attends
school for a period of time and alternately works full fime at & job secured through the campus Cooperative

Education Office. Contact the school for more information on this program.




WL TARY CAREER OPTIONS
The /ﬁl\rmed Services are major employers in the nation. They are also major scurces of sducaticnal training and praparation for antn
mvai jobs. Ti‘_.»ere are numerous job training opporiurities in the military for both men and women, If vou would %ikel io tfavelai cuﬂa!
\'\o wgges immediately, the miiitary service may be for you. Representafives from all the servfces are avallable o ;iv;\:;n
nformation about career training andfor educational opporicnities. if you are concerned atout the informalion that you are recii\;rwj u
contacts that are baing made by your recruiter, see your guicance cou-nselcﬁ . . S
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Recruiting off 5 t i isi , hi

R ruuts‘njto.. c;ers of all branches of the Amed Services visit the high ssheols regularly. If you are interested speak with your
counselor to set up an appointment. You can alse seek additional § ion by visiti iti i ! e
o f ment. Y i itianal information by visiting the recruiting cffices in your ar isiting
thalr online websites. ° . ¢ your afea o By Visiing

;Sem:ors s'hc?u’Id consider learﬁing about their specific abilities by taking the Armed Services Vocational-Aptitude Battery (ASVAB}. This
:.eft is acmnmstereq by appointment during the school year by milkary personnel in each high school. There is no cost o either ihe
student or schoot district, ner does faking the tes: cbiigate the student to eniist )

All branches of the service offer education\_al'asséstance programs.

THE ARMED SERVICES VOCATIONAL APTITUDE BATTERY (ASVAB)
The ASVAB is a test used by the services to help with career counseling and job placement. Here are some of the most commonly

asked nuestions about the ASVAB: _

1. What Is the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery? The ASVAB is a group of twelve tests thal measure your
aplitude in five separate career field areas and provides an indication of your academic ability. The tests are General
Information, Numerical Operations, Attenticn fo Detail, Word Knowledge, Arithmetic Reasoning, Space Percepiion,
Mathematics Knowledge, Electronic nformation, Mechanical Comprehension, General Science, Shop Information, and
Automotive Information. Your scores on these tests are combined into scores on the following composites: Verbal, Math,
Perceptual Speed; Mechanical; Trade Technical and Academic Ability. '

2. Why should | take the ASVAB? The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is the result of more than 35 years of
military service research. it was specifically designed to identify individual aptifudes. if youare a senior trying to decide what
1o do after high school, your test scores can help identify fields worth exploring. No matter what your age of inclination, the
ASVAB can be valuable to you hecause it can tell you more aboui yoursalf.

The ASVARB is not & jpass” or weai” fost  Your scores will only show how well you did in comparnisorn Io 2 representalive sample of ofther

students in the United Stales who fook the same lests. You have 2 Jot to garn and nothing (o 10se when you take the ASVAB.

3. Do | incur any military obligation by taking the ASYAB? No! Taking the ASVAB does not obligate you to the military in
any way. Youare free {o use your test resulis in whatever manner you wish. Additionaily, ASVAB results will pot be used to

enter your name in any draft registration system.

ement authorizing release of your test scores {0 representatives of all the military services;
nts, if you are an upperciassman, you wil probably be contacted by a service
e. You shouid expect this whether or not you ever take the ASVAE. )

You have an opfion to sign a stat
and. like the majority of high school stude
representative sometime before you graduat

CAREER SITES
About .com Career Planning: www.careerplanning.about.com

America’s Career Info Net: www. acinet org/acinet

Naviance/Family Connection: httn:ficonnection. naviance, com:

Career Explorer.net: www.caresrexplorer.net

Keirsey Temperament Sorter: wWWw, Keirsey, com

Know Your Type (Myers Briggs): www knowyourlype.com

Lifeworks: www science.ed Lcation.nih.gov/LifeWorks, explore health and medicai science careers

Mapping Your Future: www mapping-vour-future.org




